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PREFATORY NOTE. 


* emtartieemtaeanemmien 


_ ‘In presenting this great work of Kshemendra, to the tonnes: 
public, I feel it my pleasant duty to lay, in the manner of a 
Tibetan traveller, a stone on the tomb of that Hungarian scholar — 
who first unearthed the literary treasures of Tibet. While travell-_ 


ing in the footsteps of Alex. Csoma de Kérés in the domain of 


letters, I should be guilty of a grave sacrilege, if I failed to pay 
’ due tribute to his revered memory. For his writings first inspired 
me with the desire of studying the literature of Tibet, one of the 
‘ results of which has been the recovery, from Lhasa, of the Ava- 
dina Kalpalata, the lost gem of India. This work was presented 
to the celebrated Saskya Pandita Kun-dgah rgyal mtshan by 
Slékya Sri Pandita of Kaémfr who visited Tibet in 1202 A. Dees 
and translated into Tibetan, seventy years later by Sofi ton 
Dn wee Lochéva under the auspices of Phags-pa, the spiritual guide of the. 
ee Emperor Qubléi Qéin. The Tibetan version which isa master- 
| piece of Tibetan poetry, being executed with utmost literal ac- 
curacy under the guidance of Pandita Lakshmikara, will illustrate | 
the relation which the classical Tibetan bears to Sanskrit. — | 
About fifty years ago Csoma wrote in the preface of his 


grammar :— se Tpaulated | among inaccessible mountains, the con- 
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ane of Tibet have remained unregarded and almost unvisited co 
by the scholar and the traveller; nor was. it until within these — 
few years conjectured that in the undisturbed shelter of this 
region, in a climate, proof against the decay and the destructive 
. influences of tropical plains, were to be found, in complete pres: 6 
_ servation, the volumes of the Buddhist faith, in their original _ 
2 Sanskrit, as well as in faithful translations, which might ERS sought | 
in vain on the Continent of India.” | 7 Te 
- -‘This passage and some others of its kind, which I met athe in 
his works, created in my mind an earnest desire to travel into the co 
_ country of Himavat, for the purpose of mastering its language and Sapa ae 
nS -peamining its literary stores. — | 4 3 eae ms 
In. the. beginning of 1882, while fesiding at. the ‘Gyatliar : oe 
Gyat-ise, as ese guest of Eusho ‘tsherifi Norgays oe ae 
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dignitary of some rank, I first traced the existence of the Sanskrit 
text of the Avadd4na Kalpalaté in Tibet. Kusho Norgay kindly 
gave me a MS. copy of the popular version in prose of that 
work, prepared from the classical text which was embodied in 
the 93rd Vol. (ay) of the Bstan hgyur under the orders of king 
Mi Wafg inthe year 1730 A.D. The learned introduction, which 
Gon saliapa (the Ist sovereign Dalai Lama) had published with 
the classical text and which I found in this prose version, 
furnished me with the history of this great poetical work, and 
also with the accounts of its translation into Tibetan, its revision | 
at different times by some of the eminent scholars of Tibet, and 
its criticism by the devout Lamas. 7 
During my residence at Lhasa in the middle of 1882, I ee | 
ted the friendship of the Parpon, superintendent of the grand 
Laina’s printing establishment at Potala. He agreed to furnish 
me with a list of the works that were for sale in hig press. When 
I told him that, being a native of India, I valued Sanskrit works 
above all other works of Tibet, he brought to me a clean block- 
print copy of the Bodhisattvavadina Kalpalatd, consisting of 620 
leaves, with a transliteration of the Sanskrit text (in Tibetan 
characters), and with a Tibetan translation printed in juxta- 
position. He also told me that the wooden blocks from which 
the book was printed were locked up in the grand Lama’s palace 
under the seal of the Regent, in consequence of which they were 
not accessible to the public. I read with impatience the last page 
of the book which contained the pictures of Déyan Qdsn, the 
then ruler of Tibet and his chancellor Hphrin las reya mtsho, 
The substance of its contents are as follows :—“ With a view to 
enable the intelligent and the studious to write notes on the 
original printed texts, the preparation of this work was commenced 
under the direction | of Phyag mdsod hphrin las rgya mtsho 
(ge ser oda qn’ d SS), on Thursday the 15th of the 5th lunar 
month (J une) in the year called Krodhana (of the Indian eycle S 
of sixty years, corresponding with the year male tree- dragon of | 
. the Tibetans,.z. ¢., 1662 A. Dd.) The printing was complete sd én-the 
- 15th of the month of As’vin (October) in the year called female 


oe tree-dragon (corresponding with A. D. aOOd) 





It is clear from his introduction that Goa salAapa had soliected 
| a number of MSS. from which the e xylograph was prepared. The 
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principal among them were the following : 

1, Shwalu block-print. 

2, Tsofi-khapa’s own copy. 

8, The Dansa-thil MSS. which belonged to king Tai Situ Chan. 
chhub Gyal-tshan. 

4, Rinchhen Puipa MSS. 

Of these four copies the first was a block-print, executed by 
the great Shwalu Lochava Chhoskyof bssafi-po, with the two texts 
in juxta-position, which formed the basis of the grand Lama’s 
edition. To give an idea of the contents of the Dalai Lama’s 
introduction to this work, the text of which is published on extenso, 
I extract the following : 

Among the works on the J4takas of Buddha Siékya Simba, as 


sanentoned in the Stitra and Agama the following have been 


translated into Tibetan :—(1.) The work called skyes-rab so bshi-pa, 
composed by the Indian philosopher Pandita Vira (also called 
Acharya Dharmakirti). (2.) The work called skyes-rab so-lha- 


pa written by A’chérya Simbhapada. (8.) The drama called Loka- 
-nanda by the sage Chandra Gomin. (4.) The drama called Nigé-— 


nanda by S'riharshadeva. (5.) And lastly the Avadéna Kalpalaté 


by Kshemendra and his son Somendra. Of these Jatakas, 


the Avadana Kalpalaté is by far the best, possessing the four 
especial qualifications of a great Too which have made ita 
perfect work of its kind. 


The author of this work, Kshemendra, sprang from the line of | 
the ministers of KaSmir, who traced their origin to the noble race of 


the Sdkyas. His father PrakéSendra was both a scholar and a saint. 
At the request, first, of a certain Brahman, second, of a learned 
friend called Nyakka, and lastly being instructed in adream bythe 


Tathégata himself, he composed 107 paillavas on the deeds of the | 


Bodhisattva. After his death his son Somendra wrote the Jimita 
Vahana Avadina, which he added to the Kalpalaté to conclude its 
pallavas with the auspicious number of 108. | 

Some of the great Lamas of Tibet, holding different theories, 
have discarded this great poemon the ground that being written 


by a layman it was devoid of sacredness. In doing so they have. 
really condemned king Indrabhiti and the patriarch kines of 
Tibet. Some Lama scholars of Tibet have also’ ‘repudiated thig: a 
— work | On account of its containing matters which are duirerent | 
from the real Jétakas of the Buddha. — | 
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Sarit Sagara. According to them Kshemendra lived -in the 
beginning of the 11th century A. D., when Kaémir was ruled by 
king Ananta Deva. When the last pallavw of the Avadana 
Kalpalata, called Jimtitavihana, has been published, the reader 
will be in a position to compare it with the Jimttavahana of the 


Katha Sarit Sdgara which appears to me to be the work of a 


different author. Somendra’s introduction to his father’s great 
work and also to the Jimitavihana, and his metrical list of the 
contents of the former, will afford sufficient means to compare 
his writings with those of Somadeva Bhatta. 

The Dalai Lama’s introduction to DPag-bsam hkhei Sin will 
shew how greatly it is valued in Tibet. One of the learned com- 
mentators of the Tibetan version of S’ri Dandin’s Kavyédarsa 
remarks :—“ dpag-bsam hkhri S'if is the prince of all the poetical 
works of Tibet &e.”’ : 

In his introduction to the Jimtitava4hana, Somendra has depicted | 


the merits, nay, the real character of the Avadina Kalpalaté in — 
‘its true light. In moral excellence and also in portraying the | 


transcendental virtues of its divine hero, the Avaddéna Kalpalata 


surpasses all other great poetical works of the Sanskrit literature. | 
‘To quote a memorable passage from Somendra’s introduction to 
the Jimitavthana :— Po 


° seats te aren: area & & faarar frerct: | 
qemiatean faterrtaaarfafearera | 

aaa asi fated aera: waeaguaet fee: | 

aq Te aMtiste yaaasty THATS ATTA ITA aw 


« Those well-known vikéras, gorgeous with the array of bicturés, is 


pleasing to the eye, have. passed away in the course of time. 


But the vihéra of moral merits, excellent and delightful, erected 
by my father, in which the Avadanas, with weighty meanings © 
underlying them, are carved out, as it were, and painted in va- 
riegated colours by the pencil of the goddess of learning, will not 7 
perish even at the end of time, not even by the ravages “of fire. or 


| of water. a? 





a baw to offer my grateful fieits to B a; ‘Atisaaon Waa, B. i nae | 


8 Py late President of the Asiatic: - Bociely 2 and AL F. Rudolf. = 
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Hoernle, Ph. D., Philological Secretary, for the warm interest they 
have shown in the publication of this work. I am especially 
indebted to the latter gentleman for his generous co-operation in 
the performance of the arduous task of editing the two texts 
together. Orientalists, and particularly the students of Tibetan, 
will be under deep obligation to these two gentlemen for the service 
they have done to oriental learning by recognizing the claims of 
Tibetan to a place in the Bibliotheca Indica. The classical 
« Jiterature of Tibet is entirely of Indian origin and the immense 
yolumes on different branches of science, which are embodied in 
the Bkah hgyur and Bstan hgyur collections &c., being exact 
translations from Sanskrit works taken from Bengal, Magadha, 
Kasmir, Nepal &., commencing in the seventh century after 
Christ’’, are expected to bring to light many obscure points of 
Indian history, particularly of the period which followed Hiouen 
Thang’s travels, when the Tibetan history only commenced. Lastly, 
my cordial thanks are due to Pandit Haraprasida Sastri, who 


grst brought the merits of the Avaddna Kalpalata to the notice of 


the Asiatic Society of Bengal and interested that learned body in 
its publication. He has been rendering valuable help to Pandit 
Harimohan Vidy4bhishan in preparing the Sanskrit text for the 
ress. | 
In editing the Sanskrit portion of the work we have carefully 
avoided making any alterations in the text with the exception of 
the use of such words as are unmistakeably suggested by their 
equivalents in the Tibetan version. 


SO ky Varat CHanpra DAs. 
- Oatcurra, Nov. 1888. 
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A short note on the Avadina Kalpalata. 


Lhe first forty chapters of the Avadéna Kalpalaté were lost in India 
for several centuries. In the Hodgson and Wright Collections of Buddhist 
Sanskrit MSS., brought from Nepal, the remaining chapters only of that 
work were available; and in one of the MSS. of it there is a passage to the 
effect that, though searched for very carefully, the first part is nowhere to 
be found (qa13 Raa TTA ). ) 

Under these circumstances the announcement of the re covery of the 
complete work from Tibet, with its Tibetan translation, was received 
‘with pleasure by the Asiatic Society of Bengal, and the Council gave 
permission to publish it with the translation, for the purpose of facilitating 
the study of the classical Tibetan through the medium of Sanskrit, 

The materials used for the preparation of this edition cannot there- 
fore be expected to be very ample, The Sanskrit original is a block print 
from Lhasa written in Tibetan characters. The blocks are upwards of two 


hundred years old. In some places the impressions are not very distinc6, 
and the blocks, having been prepared at a place so far away from the seat 
of Sanskrit learning, cannot be expected to be as correct as might be desired. 


The MSS. used in the preparation of the blocks had not been altogether free 
from defects, as has been acknowledged twice in the footnotes of the Tibetan 


ivanslation of the second pallava, In one place a verse was wanting, andits 


place was supplied by another by re-tranglating the Tibetan word for word, 
and in another a line was wanting which has been similarly replaced. The 
oceurrence of slight discrepancies of spelling and grammar in the block- 
print is therefore not to be wondered at. Where the Sanskrit gives no 
sense, the translation is a great help. The translation has been very care- 
fully made; and in ascertaining the meaning of difficult passages, its utility 


has been very great. The Buddhist Sanskrit, it is well-known, differs. 


from the classical Sanskrit of Péniniin many respects, both in grammar 
and dictionary, and the knowledge of Buddhist Sanskrit may be said to be 
still in its infancy. I have not therefore ventured to make alterations 
in the text to suit the requirements of classical Sanskrit. TI have noted 
in the footnotes all those cases in which I have been obliged to make 
slight alterations in the text to suit the meaning as given in the transla. 
tion, A list of those cases in which, apart from evident clerical errors and 


slips, some changes might have been made either in spelling or in grammar — 

_ to conform to the rules of ordinary Sanskrit, is subjoined. The reason for 
not making these changes in the published text is, that some of them come 
within the scope of options given in Sanskrit grammar and orthogr: aphy , 

_ though such options are seldom availed of by classical writers, and Sieg thats. 
- some of them may prove w ith the poste of Buddhist Bangkrit studies to . 


: ome true Buddhistic forms, oe 
| “HARIMOHAN, SARM A. 
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